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Adam A. Ross 


Adam Averell Ross, one of the 
founders of the firm of Lybrand, Ross 
Bros. & Montgomery, and one of the 
first to receive a Certified Public Ac- 
countant’s certificate from the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, died at his 
home in Ardmore, Penna., on Satur- 
day, June 15th, 1929. 

Mr. was born on November 
i4th, 1869, in Rathmelton, Ireland, 
of Scotch and [English ancestry. 
lis English forbears, the Averells, 
were a Yorkshire family which ac- 
quired an estate in county Tyrone, 
Ireland, about the middle of the 
sixteenth century, on which they 
resided for over 200 years. Among its 
members were the Reverend James 
\verell of the Established Church, 
who became Bishop of Limerick in 
1741, and the Reverend Adam Ave- 
rell, after whom Mr. Ross was named, 
who was a contemporary of John Wes- 
ley and for thirty years was the pre- 
siding officer of that branch of the 
Methodist whose members 
maintained their connection with the 
Established Church. 

Mr. Ross received his preliminary 
education principally under the tutel- 
age of his father in the schools of On- 
tario, supplemented by studies under 
the rector of his Church. His business 
experience began as bookkeeper for a 
sawmill in Canada at the age of four- 
teen, although he later returned to 
school for further study. 

About November 1886, at the age 
of seventeen, he entered the employ of 
John Heins, who was one of the pio- 


Ross 


society 


neer public accountants of Philadel- 


phia. Mr. Heins was a charter mem- 
ber of the American Association of 
Public Accountants, established in 


1887, and served as its president for 
two from 1889 to 1891. Mr. 
Ross was, therefore, fortunate in his 
early association with one of the lead- 
ers of the accounting profession in the 
United States. Mr. Ross started at 
the bottom, copying many reports in 
manuscript, operating the letterpress 
and keeping many of the office records. 

It was a time of development in the 
profession, and because of his close 
and intimate association with Mr. 
Heins, he had opportunities of absorb- 
ing quickly many of the important 
duties of an accountant and developing 
himself along with the profession. He 
participated in the first regular audit 
of a bank conducted by a public ac- 
countant in Philadelphia, an audit 
which 


years 


caused considerable discussion 
and interest at the time, 

On July ist, 1892, at the age of 
twenty-three, Mr. Ross was admitted 
to partnership in Heins, Whelen, Ly- 
brand & Company, later Heins, Ly- 
brand & Company. On January Ist, 
1898, together with his associates, Wil- 
liam M. Lybrand, T. Edward Ross 
and Robert H. Montgomery, he formed 
the firm of Lybrand, Ross Bros. & 
Montgomery, which association con- 
tinued until his death. 

Mr. Ross was always active in mat- 
ters affecting the growth and progress 
of the accounting profession. He was 
one of the fifteen charter members of 











the Pennsylvania Pub- 


lic .\ecountants organized in 1897, and 


\ssociation of 


was active in the promotion of legis- 
lation for the passage in 1899 of the 
Act providing for the C.P.A. certificate 
in Pennsylvania. [From 1QO4 
the spon- 
sored evening classes for the teaching 


LQO2 to 
Pennsylvania Association 
of accountancy. Mr. Ross was actively 
interested in these classes which met in 
the Philadelphia office of Lybrand, 
Ross Bros, & Montgomery, and when 
the University of Pennsylvania took 
over this work in the fall of 1904, thus 
starting the very successful evening 
the Wharton School, Mr. 
Ross was one of the guarantors of a 
fund to ensure the financial success of 
the undertaking. 

He held many offices and committee 
appointments in both the national and 
the state societies. He 


courses of 


served as Sec- 
retary of the Pennsylvania Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants, which 
was the successor of the Pennsylvania 
Public Accountants, 
from 1904 to 1906, and was its Presi- 
dent from 1906 to 1908, in which ca- 
pacity he was ex-officio Vice-President 
of the American Association of Pub- 
lic Accountants. He Treasurer 
and member of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the American Institute of Ac- 
countants the three years ended 
\ugust 1919, member of the 
Council for the five years ended Aug- 
ust 31st, 1924, member of the Commit- 
tee on By-Laws for the year ended 
August 3Ist, 1910, chairman of the 
Committee on Federal Legislation for 
three years ended August 31st, 1921, 
member of the Committee on National 
Charter for the year ended August 
31st, 1922, member of the Committee 
on Professional Ethics for the year 
ended August 31st, 1924, and member 


\ssociation of 


Was 


for 
31st, 


Committee on Public Affairs 
for the two years ended August 31st, 


1Q26. 


ot the 


He was a member of the Pennsyl 
vania State Board of ] 
Public Accountants 
ended in 1916. 


examiners of 
for eight years 
One important posi- 
tion was that of Chairman of the Com 
mittee on Arrangements for 
the annual meeting of The American 
\ssociation of Public \ccountants 
held at Atlantic City in September, 
1go8, the twenty-first anniversary of 
the Association, and attended by ac- 
countants from many countries. 

He was appointed by Secretary of 
the Navy, Hon. Charles J. 
in October, 


General 


Bonaparte, 
1906, as a member of a 
Committee to Investigate Methods of 
Keeping Accounts and Records of Ex- 
penditures in the Several Bureaus and 
Throughout the Navy Department. 
During the World War he was active 
on the Liberty Loan Committee and in 
other public efforts directed toward the 
successful prosecution of the war and 
the relief of needy soldiers and their 
families. 

Mr. Ross was a contributor to The 
Journal of Accountancy and other ac 
counting publications. In his personal 
accounting practice he had many im- 
portant engagements, particularly in 
the audit of large banks, trust com- 
panies, brokerage houses, and life in- 
surance companies. 

He fond of out-of-door life, 
particularly boating and fishing, and 
was an experienced yachtsman. His 
hobby was the collection of Americana, 
He was a vestryman of St. Mary's 
P. E. Church of Ardmore, Penna., and 
a member of the Union League, Art, 
Merion Cricket, Corinthian Yacht, and 
Seaview Golf Clubs, the St. Andrew's 

(Concluded on page 13) 
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Tributes to the Memory of Adam A. Ross 
from His Partners 


It was forty-two vears ago that | 
first met .\dam. It is hard to realize 
that death has ended our long com- 
panionship as friends and_ partners. 
full of interest to 
him and it is sad that he could not live 
longer to enjoy the fruits of the in- 
dustry of himself and his associates. 

\t a time such as this one is apt to 
revert to the earlier associations—to 


Life was always 


the younger days, the events of which 
are etched so deeply on the memory. 
\dam was already in the office of 
John Heins when I first went there as 


an employee. That bold signature 
“John Heins, Public .\ccountant” was 
even then becoming well known in 
Philadelphia. It stood for ability, in- 


tegrity, immense energy, and vision in 
advance of his time. 

The “chief” 
arian; we all 


Was a stern disciplin- 
him. 
Looking back I can see that it was a 
good schooling for us all. It was pain- 
ful at times, especially for a sensitive, 
conscientious youth like Adam. He 
was so wholly faithful to every task 
that severe rebuke could hardly fail to 
seem an injustice. But we all respected 
Mr. Heins, and any recollection of ap- 


stood in awe of 


parent harshness has long since faded 
away, leaving only a memory of high 
regard and deep affection, 

We all, Edward, Adam, Robert and 
myself, were not only associates in the 
same office, but companions and warm 
friends. What experiences we had! 
was in its infancy in 
I doubt whether the word had 
been coined then. We had been trained 


\ccountancy 
ISSS8. 


in ho schools— 


there were no text 
books, such as now abound, to instruct 
and guide us. When a “job” came 
along, if it looked as though we could 
handle it, we were thrown in on it, and 
we had to fight our way out, sink or 
swim. It was a great satisfaction and 
no little help to have associates with 
whom difficult problems could be dis- 
cussed; to be in a position to talk 
things over with others and get their 
ditterent viewpoints. 

The early days of struggle after we 
had formed our own firm served to 
knit us more closely together. That 
friendship has deepened as the years 
have passed. .\dam was intensely in- 
terested in the firm’s practice. He gave 
to it his best thought and effort. The 
soul of integrity, he was always desir- 
ous that the practice should be con- 
ducted on a high plane. Having a 
lovable personality he attached to him- 
self with strong bonds of affection, 
those clients with whom he came 
closely in contact. With a fine intel- 
lectual equipment, he enjoved the best 
in literature and in the office his work 
was noted for its thoroughness and the 
clarity with which his conclusions were 
expressed, 

lhe few words which T have written 
here set forth inadequately the 
picture which T would wish to present. 
\ world of incident comes to my mind, 


ver\ 


as I look back over those forty years, 
but it is of an intimate. personal char- 
acter, such as .\dam and T, when we 

together, loved to review. 
Elsewhere you will read of the salient 


sat down 














M. 


\dam’s life and career. I 
would like, for myself, just to pay a 
tribute of After all, true 
friendships comprise the best in life, 
and happy are the men who, as has 
been the case with us, have through the 
long vears of business association felt 


features of 


affection. 


for each other a warm and enduring 
regard. 
WititiAm M. LyBranp. 
* * * 

\dam Ross was my intimate friend 
and business associate for 40 years. 
When I entered the office of John 
Heins as a sub-junior in 1889 Adam 
was almost a senior. Lacking the tests 
of C. P. A. examinations and other evi- 
dences of accounting knowledge, it was 
possible in those days and in a small 
office to advance rapidly, so that with- 
in a short time | was assigned to work 
with \dam as my senior. He was un- 
failing in his kindness and helpfulness. 
He had a fine, well-balanced mind, a 
keen sense of humor and a marvelous 
memory. When he became a good ac- 
countant | do not know, because when 
I met him no one doubted it, and in 
the long years of our association I 
never heard anyone in our office or 
among our clients express the slightest 
doubt regarding his ability to solve any 
problem, or master any involved situa- 
tion in accounting. 

He was thorough as well as keen, 
and this resulted in a constant increase 
in his responsibilities. When he be- 
came a junior partner in the firm every- 
one took it as a matter of course that 
he should be a partner. 

From 1889 up to 1898, when our 
present firm was organized, | accom- 
panied him on numerous trips through- 
out the country. In some cases we re- 


mained away for several months. In 
all cases we worked together and lived 


I oO 
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together. We did not always travel in 
Pullman cars and in our early hotel 
days we rarely had a room with a bath. 
Sometimes we did not 
with heat in it, More than once we 
had to break the ice in the water pit- 
cher before we could bathe and on one 
prolonged winter trip in the mountains 
of North Carolina the snow appeared 
in our bedroom, through a large chim- 
ney, as regularly as it fell outside, 

Adam was a gentleman and a schol- 
ar. We loved him for his high charac- 
ter and we respected him for his skill. 
In all things he was without fear and 
without reproach. 


have a room 


Ropert H. MONTGOMERY. 


KE aK * 
My friendship with Adam dates 
back to the fall of 1892, when I en- 


tered the employ of the firm of Messrs. 
Heins, Whelen, Lybrand & Co., of 
which he was a member. As I had but 
recently come from college, my knowl- 
edge of accounting was very meagre, 
and in after years we had lots of good 
laughs over the many amusing experi- 
ences through which I passed in gain- 
ing experience in our profession. 
Everyone who came in contact with 
Adam was impressed with his keen 
sense of humor and no one enjoyed 
more than he the amusement arising 
from our little adventures of the early 
days. 

A great part of my early training 
Was under his able guidance, and as 
the vears passed we grew closer to- 
gether and IT came to look upon him as 
a brother. 

Much of the success of the Phila- 
delphia office has been due to his ac- 
quaintance and friendship with the lead- 
ing bankers and prominent business men 
of Philadelphia and nearby cities, and 
during his illness one of the first ques- 
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tions asked as we moved among our 
1 am 
satished that the foundation laid by 


him among the clientele of this office 


clients was as to his condition. 


has assured for the firm a standing in 
this community that will long endure 
as a monument to his efforts while 
with us. 

Josep M. PuaGu. 


It was my privilege for more than 
twenty years to have been in almost 
daily contact with .\dam .\. Ross, first 
as a member of the statf of the Phila- 
delphia office, and later as one of his 
partners. His position in this com- 
munity, as well as in the hearts of our 
clients and his triends, was so high 
that any attempt of mine to express 
it would be superfluous. 

I do feel, however, that | must ex- 
press as best | can the deep personal 
From the 
time | met him and centered the employ 
of the firm, his influence with me was 


loss his passing is to me. 


always for the things which stand for 
the best in life, the highest standards 
of right thinking and living being a 
part of his daily life. Ile was pains- 
taking in his instructions and consid 
erate of my inexperience, with a kind 
ness which found expression in many 
While in his death I have lost 
contact with one of my best friends, 


ways. 


his memory will live with me as a guide 
to the highest standards of life. 
Joun Hoop, Jr. 
* * * 

A man of substance, of wit that 
indulges no shallowness, a man of 
integrity, honest 
pediency, a man of taste, a man to 
whom we were drawn by love for his 


above any ex- 


humanly qualities and regard for Is 
abilities the one as much as the other 
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so have | thought of him and will al- 
ways revere him in my memory. [lis 
lite should dispel all doubt whether a 
man can attain high station without 
affectation or indignity and whether a 
man can iive both delightfully to his 
friends and family and purposively to 
his principles and profession. To the 
were privileged to 
work in close association with him his 
lite has been an inspiration, but hun- 
dreds of 


young men who 


others will become imbued 
with the principles of living he stood 
for because his example will pervade 
our organization for all time. 


Homer N. SWEET. 


| always felt very close to .\dam 
Koss, probably because a large part of 
my seven years in the Philadelphia 
office was spent on work which he su- 
pervised. I have been away from the 
Philadelphia over twelve 
years but during all that time he never 
lost interest in me. 


office for 


His letters, apparently written with- 
out effort and often delightfully long, 
were a source of inspiration. I owe 
much to the wise counsel they con- 
tained. [ven when he was quite ill 
his letters were always cheerful and 
full of optimism. Very courageous, he 
never had the slightest doubt that he 
would soon be able to return to the 
‘tice. He told me so many times. 
“ven in his last letter written in Feb- 
ruary he said: 

“Meanwhile they are fussing over some 
other phases of my condition which I hope 
they may solve before spring time so that I 
may be up and out a little.” 

lt hurt terribly to learn that he had 
lost the battle. My friend and coun- 
selor has passed on but he will live in 
my memory always. 


GEORGE R. KEAstT. 

















(A Letter to the :ditor ) 
1 would like to write something 
pretty nice about .\dam, because, for 
some reason, he and | were very con- 
genial and companionable. [| never saw 
him without having a hearty laugh at 
his pungent and witty observations on 
people and things, and what made him 








short 


tively time and then 


there would be months without a word. 


space ol 


These letters were generally written 
with lead pencil, on any old paper thar 
happened to come to his hand, and were 
delight and 
I believe T still have 
some of them about and | used to pay 


a source of unending 


amusement to me. 
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MR. ROSS FISHING FOR TROUT ON THE NIPIGON RIVER IN CANADA 


particularly interesting was that the 
pungency might as well impinge on me 
as on any one else! 

He had an extraordinary ability to 
pick out immediately the weak points 
in a situation and present them with 
wit, pleasantly spiced with sarcasm, 


and the letters that he used to write 


still. Sometimes | 
would get several within a compara- 


me were better 


them what with me is a rare honor, 
for | would reread them several times 
for fear that I had missed a chuckle or 
for all of the 
Adam's observa- 
tions, whether written or spoken, did 
not “jump to the eye.” 

Undoubtedly, his death is a great 
loss to the profession but fortunately | 
(Concluded on page 16) 


an incisive comment : 


wit and wisdom of 


Tes 
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From Two Long Time Friends 


Kor more than half of his lifetime, 
\dam A. Ross was my friend. I can 
speak of him from knowledge and out 
of deep feeling. We became acquaint- 
ed, and | would emphasize that word, 
in March of the year 1897. 1 can be 
precise, because we met, with others, 
to discuss the matter of an organiza- 
tion for the profession in which we 
were engaged as struggling beginners. 
Out of that meeting came, in due 
course, the Pennsylvania Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants, and the 
Pennsylvania C. P. A. law. Both of 
us have been honored by the Institute, 
firstly by election as Secretary, and 
secondly by election as President, and 
both of us have served as members of 
the State Board of Examiners under 
the C. P. A. law of Pennsylvania. 
Thus, I am able to claim some degree 
of parallelism in our lives. 

Then, too, in the efforts that have 
heen made for a national organization 
and for the development of our profes- 
sion generally, Adam and I worked 
together actively and closely for many 
years. It may seem strange, but the 
time was when some of our number 
in Pennsylvania had little faith in, or 
sympathy for, a national organization 
of accountants. Such members were 
sincere and honest in their views that 
there was plenty to do at home. It 
is still a pleasing memory to me that 
Adam, Montgomery and I once per- 
suaded one of our good friends, and 
one who was a vigorous doubter, to go 
with us to attend a national meeting 
at St. Paul. Our friend not only had 
a good time, but was so firmly con- 
verted that thereafter until his death 


he was a warm supporter of the Amer- 
ican -\ssociation of Public Account- 
ants, now the American Institute. This 
incident, which may now seem trivial, 
but which at the time was far from 
being trivial, is mentioned, firstly be- 
cause credit is due to Adam for the in- 
ception of the plan, and he did fully 
his share in carrying it to a successful 
conclusion. Secondly, I speak of it be- 
cause the incident is illustrative of 
Adam’s way of doing things in a man- 
ner that brought the end he was seek- 
ing without leaving any unhappy by- 
products arising out of such things as 
harsh argument or too vigorous use of 
strength of numbers or of position. 
Adam worked smoothly, and his own 
mind 
truth. 


was alwavs kept open to the 


But now he is gone from us, and 
cannot return. We can, and those ot 
us who knew him well will, cherish his 
memory, and endeavor to draw from 
the example of his life lessons that will 
help us to wiser and more helpful liv- 
ing. \ few of Adam’s outstanding 
characteristics may be mentioned with- 
out the kind of adulation that forever 
Was an abomination to him, as it is to 
all sound natures. Looking back over 
the years, I realize that one of the first 
things I came to know about Adam 
was that he could make up his mind. 
He was never stubborn, but he was not 
cursed with indecision and when he 
reached a decision, he did not there- 
after wobble. His mental vision was 
clear, and he earnestly desired for him- 
self and for all others the things that 
promote honor and a high faith. He 
had a great capacity for friendship; 
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the kind that endures and does not re- 
quire to be fed upon frequent meetings 
Cementing 
all his other qualities and making him 
the fully rounded man that he was, in 
the picture of him that [ shall carry 
with me, there stand in high relief his 


and intimate association. 


steady courage, which to the end never 
faltered, and his charming modesty. 

If, for a moment, | may turn to the 
living, it is with a trust that in laying 
this simple and imperfect tribute upon 
\dam Ross, and in offer- 
ing my warm sympathy to the remain- 
ing members of his family and to his 
will 
stand the measure of the respect and 
affection | for him 
whom together we mourn. 


the grave of 


business associates, they under- 


have long borne 
|. Fe. STeRRETT. 


In Midsummer 1890 my employers, 
Messrs. Barrow, Wade, Guthrie & Co. 
of New York, sent me to Philadelphia 
to examine the records of three brew- 
amalgamated thereafter. 
This involved a five vear analysis of 


eries, soon 
the accounts of cach plant and proved 
to be quite a job. While in Philadel- 
phia another examination was imposed 
on me. [ pleaded for some help. No 
one could be spared from New York. 

The late James Thornley -\nyon, 
then actively in charge of the business 
in the United States, said—*“Tell you 
what vou do, Wilkinson, go and see 
Mr. Heins—John 
dent of the .\merican 
maybe he'll be able to help you.” 


Heins—he's presi- 


\ssociation— 


So next noon I climbed the wooden 
stairs at 508 Walnut Street and asked 
for the sage of the great City of 
Love. <A 


Brotherly person of the 


female persuasion assured me that Mr. 


Heins 


was out for lunch but would 
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surely soon return—would I please be 
seated. So I watched the office clock 
for twenty minutes with what pa- 
tience I could assume, and thought up 
some suitable things to say to the 
president of the American Association. 
By and by a little man of middle 
age with a beard of the Victorian era, 
came bustling in, strode across the 
room to a wardrobe on the far side, 
where he deposited his coat and his 
cuffs and donned an old alpaca office 
jacket, richly ornamented around the 
left sleeve with red and black ink 
smudges. 
What can I 
I delivered a carefully 
prepared greeting from the Secretary 
of the American Association to its 
President. Considering the care I had 
expended on preparing that greeting, 
it seemed to fall rather flat. | ex- 
plained my mission. Could he, the 
President, help out Mr. Anyon, the 
Secretary, by loaning me an accountant 
two? And so grateful 


“Waiting to see me? 
do for you?” 


for a week or 
would we be. 

He thought he might. 
of his young gentlemen who was in 
his twenty-first vear, had just gradu- 
ated as a senior assistant and, just to 
please Mr. Anyon, he would see what 
he could do for me. 


Indeed, one 


“By the way,” said the old gentle- 
man, “what were you prepared to pay 
and how many days work would there 
be?” 

Hastily explaining that my employ- 
ers were prepared to pay the Philadel- 
phia tariff and inwardly quaking at my 
temerity I explained that the work 
would possibly take two weeks time. 

And then he introduced, with due 
solemnity, a very engaging young gen- 
tleman whom I have numbered among 
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my dearest friends for the last thirty- 
nine vears. It’s a late day to confess 
my sins, now that both men have 
passed on, but I never told Jimmy An- 
yon that Adam Ross did all the work 
on old man Balfour's paper manufac- 
turing business. 

But that was not the only time we 
worked together, far from it. 

As a co-worker in the accounting 
field, Adam Ross was a tower of 
strength to lean on. As a fellow Coun- 
cilman of the Pennsylvania Institute 
his judgment was always dependable. 
\s a Committeeman it was ever a 
pleasure to meet with him. As a per- 
sonal friend he was a valued asset. 

Among the occasions afforded to the 
writer to work with Adam A. 
for the good of the profession we both 
loved, stand out the First Congress of 
\ccountants, held at Saint Louis in 
September, 1904, under the auspices of 
the World’s Fair—a memorable occa- 
Also the 
Twenty-first Anniversary meeting of 
the American Association of Public 
Accountants held at Atlantic City in 
October, 1908, when Mr. Ross served 
as Chairman of one of the most en- 
joyable meetings, 


Ross 


sion to all who were present. 


There was another phase of Adam 
Ross’s character it was the writer’s 
high privilege to know. 

Adam Averell Ross was a consistent 
Christian gentleman, For many years 
and up to the date of his death, he was 
a Vestryman and Communicant of St. 
Mary's Protestant Episcopal Church at 
Ardmore, Montgomery County, Pa. 

It was my personal privilege to be a 
euest at Adam Ross’ beautiful home 
on the Bleddyn Road, Ardmore, on 
four outstanding occasions, each time 
with the benefit of clergy. 


On April 14, 1906, the Baptism of 
Adam's first-born son at St. Mary’s 
Church at Ardmore by the Rector Rev. 
Allen, D.D., when we 
named the boy Donald Edward Ross. 

Qn April 22, 1917, when Donald 
edward Ross was duly confirmed at 
st. Mary’s Church by the Bishop of 
the Diocese—Rt. Rev. Philip Mercer 
Rhinelander, D.D. 

On May 22, 1926, when 
fair daughter, Mary Leonora Ross, 
was married at St. Mary’s Church to 
Lieutenant John Brewer Brown of the 
U. S. Navy, by Rev. Andrew H. 
Haughey, the Rector, and lastly 

On June 18, 1929, when we met in 
solemn sadness at 


George P. 


Adam’s 


Adam's home in 
Ardmore, to pay our last respects to 
our departed friend and hear the Rev. 
Louis W. Pitt, Rector of St. Mary's 
Church, read the Protestant Episcopal 
Burial Service. 

Adam's family, his partners and 
office force are not alone in mourning 
his loss. Although his long protracted 
illness has kept him away from our 
recent gatherings, we members of the 
Pennsylvania Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants will surely miss 
him. GEORGE WILKINSON. 


ADAM A. ROSS 
(Continued from page 6) 
Society and the Scotch-Irish Society 

of Pennsylvania. 

In 1900 Mr. Ross married Mary 
Rebecca Lewis Hess, who was born in 
Belle Park, Culpeper, Virginia, and 
who survives him together with four 
children, Mrs. John B. Brown, Donald 
S.. a recent graduate of Princeton 
University, Averell Adelaide, and 
Edward 2d, and a grand- 
daughter, Patricia Ross Brown. 


Thomas 
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The 1. KR. B. & M. Fournal 


Published by Lybrand, R Ross Bros. and 
Montgomery, for free distribution to 
members and employees of the firm. 


The purpose of this journal is to com- 
municate to every member of the 
staff and office plans and accomplish- 
ments of the firm; to provide a me- 
dium for the exchange of sugges- 
tions and ideas for improvements; to 
encourage and maintain a _ proper 
spirit of cooperation and interest and 
to help in the solution of common 
problems. 
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One of the Founders 

IXmerson said that “every institution 
is the lengthened shadow of one man.” 
Without doing violence to the princi- 
ple enunciated by :merson, it may be 
modified for the present day by saying 
that an institution grows from the co- 
ordinated effort of a group of men. 
The individual and solitary effort 
which was so characteristic of profes- 
sional practice in an earlier day has to 
a considerable extent become a thing 
of the past. 

Much of the practice of law in our 
large cities is carried on by firms with 
quite a number of partners and with a 
goodly number of legal and _ clerical 
assistants. The size and extent of our 
public works, such as water supply, 
electric light and power plants and 
transmission lines, telephone systems 
and the like, is such that engineering 
organizations with many members are 
needed. In the healing arts it is be- 
coming more and more frequent that 
doctors, surgeons and dentists asso- 
ciate themselves in practice and con- 
tribute their varied special abilities for 
the common good. Even in the church, 
with the ever-increasing institutional 
aspect of its work, and with the need 
for a more and more varied ministry 
to those at its doors, the work can no 
longer be carried on by the lone min- 
ister. He must have his associates and 
assistants, each of them working in 
the spirit of “all for one and one for 
all.” 

from the very nature of public ac- 
countancy and its mission of service 
to the business and financial world, 
and because of the vast expansion of 
business and the rapid increase in size 
if lusiness concerns during the period 


which has marked the egreatest de- 











| 
| 




















velopment of public accountancy in 
both a ten- 
dency and necessity for the practice of 
accountancy by groups rather than by 
isolated individuals. 


\merica, there has been 


The rise and de- 
velopment of firms of accountants with 
large staffs and with offices in a num- 
ber of different cities has been in re- 
sponse to a need of the business and 
financial world and not merely because 
of ambition 


and an inborn desire to 
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velopment and expansion of its prac 
tice and organization directed by one 
man. Rather it was by a group of four 
men who came together early in life 
and who for a period of forty years 
were associated, first as juniors and 
then partners with Mr. John Heins and 
later as partners in the firm bearing 
their names which they founded on 
January 1, 1808. 

\dam A, 


Ross made his distinctive 


MR. ROSS’ YACHT, THE “HEATHER II” 


expand on the part of those who have 
founded such firms. 

And so, it was a more or less na- 
tural happening that the firm of Ly- 
brand, Ross Bros. & Montgomery was 
not founded by one man nor the de- 


contribution to the qualities which 
marked the firm and its practice. He 
was thoughtful, thorough and_ re- 
sourceful. Insofar as he developed a 
specialty—and in this field he was an 
authoritv—it was in the examination 
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of banks and stock brokerage houses. 
Under his leadership, the Philadelphia 
office of the firm has examined from 
time to time the accounts of many of 
the banks, trust companies and_ stock 
brokerage and private banking firms 
of that city. Also, much constructive 
work in svstematizing the accounts of 
such institutions was done under his 
direction. 
and the especially valuable guidance 
given by him to this class of the firm’s 
work did not prevent his also super- 
vising important engagements in the 
industrial and mercantile field. He 
contributed in a marked way to the 
training and development of members 
of the staff, which was so essential for 
the firm’s growing practice. 

It was my good fortune to enter the 
employ of Lybrand, Bros. & 


This specialty ot Mr. Ross’ 


Ross 


Montgomery in 1got when the firm 
was still young and its organization 
small. It did not take me long to see 


that this group of men were of unusual 
calibre, both in ideals and in ability, 
and that each of them contributed in 
marked degree to the strength of the 
firm and to the quality of the service 
it rendered to its clients. 

[ feel the impulse to give expression 
to the deep appreciation which | have 
always had of the privilege of close 
association with the founders of the 
firm, especially in those early years 
when we were all in the one office in 
Philadelphia. What success may have 
come to me I owe in a large measure 
to those associations, to the training 
then received, and to the inspiration 
and guidance of that unusual group of 
men. 

I feel, desire to 


too, the pay a 


special word of tribute to Adam A. 
I profited by my association 
His ability and his charm 


Ross. 
with him. 


POGRN AL 


of heart and mind all contributed to 
my development. In the early days at 
the Philadelphia office we were occa- 
sionally out of town together on one of 
Then our as- 
sociation was especially pleasant. He 
was a good companion in those hours 
after one leaves the work of the day. 
He was well read and had a wide range 
of interests. Conversation with 
stimulating and added to 
store of knowledge and ideas. 


the firm’s engagements. 


him 
was one’s 

During the twenty years which have 
elapsed since I left Philadelphia to aid 
in the work of other of our offices, he 
kept up his interest in my activities. 
Occasionally a letter from him arrived 
touching on some of the firm’s prob- 
lems or perhaps just chatting as it 
were on some things of common in- 
terest. It was during this period that 
T had the delight of two short trips 
with him on his yacht. A boat is a 
good place to get to know a man still 
better than before. 

A rare soul has gone from us—a 
fellow worker of large ability, a man 
of fine mind and cultural interests, a 
friend 


and comrade whose 


will ever be cherished. 


memory 


Water A. STAUB. 


Partners’ Tributes 


(Continued from page 10) 


knew him entirely from the human side 
and the loss of a witty and wise friend 
is more irreparable than the loss of a 
leader of a profession. 

Somehow I could not really believe 
he was going. Whenever I saw him, 
even though he were ill, the fire seemed 
quite unquenchable. 

Cart T. KELLER. 
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Be Boo” WE 


Resolutions Adopted by _ the 


Council of the 
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Pennsylvania 


Institute of Certified Public Accountants 


\t a meeting of the Council of the 
Pennsylvania Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants, held on July 12, 
1y2g, the following preamble and reso- 
lution was adopted. 

WuereAs, by the death of Mr. 
Adam Averell Ross on June 15, 1929, 
the members of the Pennsylvania In- 
stitute of Certified Public Accountants 
are called upon to mourn the loss of 
an esteemed co-worker and a_ loyal 
fellow-member ; 

\s one of the Founders in 1897 of 
the original Pennsylvania Association 
of Public Accountants he aided in 
building up the profession in Pennsyl- 
vania. As Secretary of the Pennsyl- 
Institute, from 1904 to 1906, 
and as its President from 1906 to 1908, 
and for years as a member of its 
Council he served the organization 
ably, loyally and successfully ; 


vania 


As a member of the State Board of 
Public Accountant Examiners from 
i911 to 1916, he devoted his time and 
his ability untiringly to the upbuilding 
of a high standard of professional ex- 
amination in this Commonwealth, 


Now, therefore, be it 


Riso_vep, that the Council desires 
to express its high appreciation of his 
worth and character and of his pro- 
fessional attainments. As a man he 
held the high respect and love of those 
with whom he came in contact; as an 
associate in all lines of professional 
endeavour it was ever a pleasure to 
work with him, 

And, be it further 

RESOLVED, that we 
widow and family of 
friend, Adam A. sincere 
sympathy in their great loss and, as a 
mark of our high regard for him as a 
fellow worker, it is hereby directed 
that these resolutions be inscribed in 
the minutes of the Institute and that 
a copy thereof be sent to Mrs. Adam 
A. Ross. 


tender to the 
our departed 
Ross, our 


(signed) Ortro G. RicutTer, President 
Rost. B. Vottum, V.-Pres. 
Rost. J, BENNETT, Secretary 
Harry Ness, Treasurer, 
Members of Council: 
ERNEST CROWTHER, 
FRANK WILBUR Matn, 
GARDNER W. KIMBALL, 
CuHARLEs S. Rockey, 
GEORGE WILKINSON, 


Copy of the Telegram Which Was Sent by Mr. Lybrand to All 
Our Offices on Monday, June 17, 1929 


The death of Adam A. Ross marks the first break in that long and happy 
companionship of the four who for forty years have been associated as co- 
workers, friends and partners. We grieve for his loss but we cherish the mem- 
ory of the many years during which we planned and worked together. We ask 
that your office be closed tomorrow, Tuesday, as a mark of respect to our de- 
ceased partner and as an expression of the esteem in which he was held by 
everyone in our organization. 
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Some Thoughts Concerning the Late Mr. Adam A. Ross 


By A GRADUATE FROM THE PHILADELPHIA OFFICE 


His life was gentle; and the elements so mixed 
in him, that Nature might stand up and say to 


all the world, “This was a inan!” 


The above quotation from “Julius 
Caesar” is a favorite with me. Wheth- 
er it is because “Julius Caesar” was 
drummed into me in my more tender 
years, I do not Certain it is 
that the quotation came into my read- 
ing at the most impressionable period 
of my life and expresses much better 
than my own command of words my 
feelings toward one who leaves an im- 
press upon the world. The words ex- 
press much of what [ feel about Mr. 
Adams Ross. In late years, when the 
realities had to be reckoned with, much 
of my early reading faded out of mem- 
ory. The part that remained, how- 
ever, has always given me a keen ap- 
preciation of the fundamentals of the 
things really worth while. 

It was my good fortune in 1909 to 
be engaged to work on the Philadel- 
phia staff. I had left home (in En- 
gland) about six years previously and 
had been so busy since coming to 
America that my lack of parental in- 
fluence had not made itself felt. The 
influences in the Philadelphia office 
kept alive in great measure that ideal- 
ism without which all my early family 
training might have been forgotten. 
Mr. Staub had engaged me in the lat- 
ter part of 1908 to take charge of the 
cost department of a client in whose 
office the firm had installed a cost sys- 


know. 


Due to a difference of opinion 


tem. 
on a serious question of principle I 
had to sever my connection with the 
client and Mr. Adam Ross (who had 
the engagement in charge) agreed with 


Shakespeare. 


me and engaged me to work on the 
staff. 

In later years, [ had many opportu- 
nities to observe Mr. Ross. He was 
quiet, studious and had a good sense 
of humor. He had depth and he had 
that something that even Emerson has 
never completely defined, he had char- 
acter. Possibly no word conveys more, 
and remains undefinable, than this word 
character. Perhaps the word sports- 
manship is the nearest modern equiv- 
alent. Yet the absence of character is 
a factor just as the presence of it is 
the only thing that commands genuine 
respect. [merson says that character 
is the power and courage to make a 
new road to new and better goals, but 
this does not do full justice to Mr. 
Ross. 

It was when I had the privilege of 
working for and with the members of 
the firm at Philadelphia that I saw ex- 
emplified the chief quality that <lis- 
tinguishes men of character, courage ; 
and this quality was not. possessed by 
anyone in a greater degree than by 
Mr. Adam Ross. I wonder how many 
people realize that it was in these early 
years that the profession received its 
baptism of fire. If there had not at that 
time been manifested a cour- 
age, the public accountant would today 
still be classified as “a bookkeeper out 
of a job.” It is not too much to say 
that they could be compared with those 
hardy pioneers who extended the 
American frontiers. 

Mr. Adam Ross was one of those 


robust 











poe 











who was influenced not at all by ma- 
terial 
against his 


considerations when weighed 
principles. His sympa- 
thies were all with the members of the 
statf. If he appeared to be severe at 
times, it was prompted solely by a de 
sire to see the members of the staff 
grow mentally and morally and not 
merely for any effect their inefficiency 
might have upon the revenues of the 
office. Like all men of ideals he was 
probably always spurring himself on 
to higher endeavor. No doubt he had 
Marcus Aurelius, that monarch 


of simple tastes, who wrote that neither 


read 
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Congress and was responsible for the 
Paris Bering Sea Tribunal, and whose 
“Monday, 
June 18, headache, 40 pages Cuvier’s 
‘Theory of the L[arth, 64 pages 
French, 11 forging.” It was 
somewhat of a mystery how he got a 


diary in one place reads: 


hours 


chance to read in the face of the tre- 
mendous amount of night work which 
was done. In those days, brokerage 
and bank audits were done almost en- 
tirely at night and by men who had 
been working all dav on other jobs. 
In this respect, the members of the 
firm were always in the lead and there 





VIEW OF MR. ROSS’ HOME AT 


in writing nor in reading wilt thou be 
able to lay down rules for others be- 
fore thou shalt have first learned to 
obey rules thyself. 

Mr. Ross had read widely and he 
had a broad culture. He reminds me 
in many respects of Elihu Burrit who 
organized the first International Peace 


ARDMORE, PA. 


were times when the men would all be 
gone and a member of the firm would 
still be working. To a great extent 
Mr. Adam Ross devoted himself to the 
audit of banks and brokerage houses. 
He had a faculty for detecting promptly 
any weaknesses in a in a 
A number 


report or 
system of internal check. 








20 E.. &. B, 


of cases of fraud came to light under 
his direction ot these audits. In the 
early days, an audit consisted of just 
plain work. No substitutes had been 
found for that detailed checking which 
was so fruitful of results and so help- 
ful in disciplining the minds of the 
And 
withal, there were periods of relaxa- 
tion when the members of the firm 
would join the staff in outings. 


men who were anxious to grow. 


[ have known Mr. Ross to take up 
numbers of reports in succession (re- 
ports which the authors regarded as 
gems of literary perfection) and al- 
most rewrite them entirely, but I do 
otherwise 
than of a helpful, constructive nature. 
Anyone who was familiar with Mr. 


not recall any comments 


Adam Ross and the other members of 
the firm knows that any criticisms were 
always intended solely for the good of 
the men and not merely as an expres- 
sion of personal feeling. 

lt is impossible for me to convey 
adequately in words my respect for 
Mr. dam He was a definite 
influence for good upon all who met 
him, and as a man of the highest prin- 
ciples in all of his conduct he was thus 
a pillar in his profession. May his in- 
ffuence continue to be a guide to all 
who are at times beset by perplexing 
moral problems. He will always re- 
main fresh in the memories of those 
who knew him. I beg leave to quote 
in conclusion the inscription on the 
Church of San Giacomo de Rialto at 
Venice, for he was an exemplar of the 
sentiment expressed there: 


R« ISS. 


“\round this temple let the mer- 
chant’s law be just, his weights true, 
and his covenants faithful.” 


N. B. BERGMAN. 


eM. JOURNAL 


Letters 


Many letters have been received 


from clients and friends of the firm 
expressing their deep sympathy for us 
in the loss we have sustained in the 
passing of Mr. Ross. The following 
have been selected as indicative of the 
sentiments expressed : 


From Messrs. Brown 
delphia: 

It is our sincere desire that this note, sent 
in acknowledgment of your notice with ref- 
erence to the death of your partner, Adam 
A. Ross, shall carry with it an expression 
of our deepest sympathy. The position 
which Mr. Ross held in this community, as 
well in the hearts of his clients and 
friends, was so high that it does not need 
for its appreciation any word of praise 
from those who were privileged to be num- 
bered in that group. For those of you, his 
partners, who remain to fill his place and 
carry on his work, we appreciate that you 
have indeed suffered a grievous loss and we 
wish that there was something more we 
could do than merely to send you this ex- 
pression of our feelings. 

Perhaps you would be kind enough to pass 
on to the members of Mr. Ross’ family, who 
have sustained so grievous a loss through his 
death, our deepest sympathy. 


Co., Phila- 


Bros. & 


as 


From Mr. Otto W. Schaum, President, and 
Mr. W. H. Rometsch, Secretary and Treas- 
urer, of Fletcher Works, Philadelphia: 
We have no words to express to you the 

sense of loss we feel in the passing away of 

your esteemed Mr. Adam Ross. 

Perhaps you will recall that we were 
among your first clients when you started 
in business, and from the first day of our 
association with you until the present, our 
relations have always been so friendly, that in 
the decease of Mr. Ross we are conscious. 
not merely of losing a business associate of 
long standing, but a personal friend. 

Both of us valued Mr. Ross very highly, 
and it is with the keenest regret that we 
realize we shall not again have the pleasure 
of contact with his fine intelligence and 
pleasing personality. 

Please accept our heartfelt condolences and 
deepest expressions of sympathy in the loss 
you have sustained. 




















